Renodaus2, writing in the seventeenth century about the house and shop of the apothecary, advises that: 'The names of the Medicaments, must be inscribed upon every vessel, and bag, wherein they are included; that the Medicament to be exhibited, may soon be seen, and not mistaken for another. ' English delft drug jars with inscriptions date from about the middle of the seventeenth century -on European jars much earlier.
Inscriptions may help to ascertain the country of origin of drug containers. The use of old plant names and titles deleted from later dispensatories often enables a date to be established.
English delft drug jar inscriptions are almost always lettered in abbreviated Latin, the language of the London, Edinburgh and Dublin Pharmacopoeias. Almost invariably Roman capitals were used; lower case letters are the exception rather than the rule.
The initial letter, which appears on some jars just below the left of the cartouche, gives the clue to the type of galenical to which the name applies. ' 
